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Caps in the Community

a silent auction of game-used equipment, autographed memorabilia and 
special packages and a live auction of once-in-a-lifetime experiences with 
Caps players and coaches. Caps players, wives and girlfriends host the 
event, which last year benefited Washington Capitals Charities and Sports 
Plus. Tickets to the annual event are $125 each for adults and $50 for 
children and include dinner, drinks for the adults and the opportunity to mix 
and mingle with the team. To date, the event has raised a total of nearly 
$227,000.

Community Drives
Community drives are another way that the Capitals can assist fans who 
want to get involved in helping the local community. By collecting canned 
food, toys or by allowing fans the opportunity to donate blood, the team 
places high priority on making the D.C. area a better place and helping those 
who are in need.

Canned Food Drive: Every year the 
Washington Capitals hold a food drive 
to collect canned foods and other 
nonperishable food items to benefit the 

Capital Area Food Bank. The Capital Area Food Bank is the largest public, 
nonprofit food and nutrition education resource in the Washington metro 
area. Through its network of more than 750 member feeding programs, 
the food bank distributes millions of pounds of food to the community and 
educates thousands of local residents on hunger, poverty and nutrition 
issues each year. 

Last year the Capitals teamed up with Bonneville Radio and collected more 
than half a ton of food and nearly $1,000 for the Capital Area Food Bank. 
Capitals players’ wives Kim Clark, Danielle Johnson and Didi Steckel greeted 
fans at the F Street entrance along with volunteers from the Capital Area 
Food Bank. Fans who provided nonperishable food or monetary donations 
received a poster featuring Caps captain and canned food drive spokesman 
Chris Clark along with a voucher for discounted tickets for an upcoming 
Capitals game.

Toy Drive: The holiday season is a time for 
giving and the Washington Capitals want 
to do their part in bringing a smile to the 
face of every child. For more than 10 years 

the Capitals have partnered with the U.S. Marine Corps Reserves in their 
Toys for Tots Toy Drive. In 2007 the Capitals, DC101’s Elliot in the Morning 
Show and Comcast SportsNet worked together to fill a 30-foot box truck 
with toys for disadvantaged children throughout the D.C. area. Caps’ wives 
Gwen Pothier and Crystal Boudreau joined U.S. Marines outside of Verizon 
Center’s main entrance to collect toys and monetary donations. Every fan 
who donated a new, unwrapped toy received a commemorative Caps poster 
and a discounted ticket offer. Nearly $2,000 in donations was collected last 
year alone for the Toys for Tots Foundation at the Toy Drive.

Blood Drive: The Capitals teamed up with 
the American Red Cross of the Greater 
Chesapeake and Potomac Region to host 
their third-annual blood drive in 2008 at 

Kettler Capitals Iceplex. Thanks to extraordinary support from Caps fans, 
the drive was the Caps’ most successful blood drive ever and one of the 

largest in the region according to the American Red Cross of the Greater 
Chesapeake and Potomac Region. Approximately 600 people attempted to 
donate and the Red Cross was able to collect 353 productive units of blood. 
Capitals Hall of Fame defenseman Rod Langway, the official spokesman, 
stopped by the drive to greet donors and sign autographs. Fans who donated 
received a limited edition Langway bobblehead along with two tickets to a 
Caps game. One blood donation can save up to three lives, so the 353 units 
collected by the Caps helped to save more than 1,000 local patients.

Player Programs
Being a professional athlete comes with a great deal of responsibility both 
on and off of the ice. Our players strive to be role models in the community 
and through their work in many different community-driven programs; 
players get the opportunity to help causes nearest to their own hearts.

Ovi’s Crazy Eights: In just two seasons, Ovi’s Crazy Eights has provided 
close to 1,000 children, soldiers and their families with the opportunity to 
see a Capitals home game free of charge. Through his decision in 2006 
to create this community initiative, Alex Ovechkin generously provides 
underserved children and soldiers the chance to attend a Capitals 
preseason, regular season or playoff game at Verizon Center. Ovechkin 
purchases eight Capitals season tickets and donates them to Most Valuable 
Kids (MVK). MVK then distributes these tickets to either soldiers and their 
families or to boys and girls, 18 and under, through numerous nonprofit 
organizations that focus on children in low-income and underserved 
households.

Ovi’s Crazy Eights sit in their very own special section in the lower level of 
Verizon Center and are recognized at every home game. In addition, each 
person in the section receives a foam No. 8 and one child at each game gets 
to ride the Olympia ice resurfacer during intermission. During Ovechkin’s 
chase for the league scoring title last season, the section was given cards 
spelling out OVIE and his current goal count in order to celebrate when he 
tallied goals and support him in is efforts.

Green’s Gang: After a breakout season in 2007-08 where he led all NHL 
defenseman in scoring, Mike Green wanted prove he is also a leader off 
the ice. Following in the steps of teammate and league MVP Alex Ovechkin, 
Green decided to provide Capitals game tickets to underserved children and 
soldiers in the D.C. area. Green purchases seven Capitals season tickets 
and donates them to Most Valuable Kids (MVK). MVK then distributes these 
tickets to either soldiers and their families or to boys and girls, 18 and under, 
through numerous nonprofit organizations that focus on children in low-
income and underserved households.

Green’s Gang sit in their very own special section in the lower level of 
Verizon Center and are recognized at every home game. In addition, each 
person in the section receives a foam mohawk and one child at each game 
gets to ride the Olympia ice resurfacer during intermission.
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Signature Events

Children’s National Medical Center Visit: The 
Capitals have been visiting Children’s National Medical 
Center for more than 20 years. The trip to Children’s 
has become an annual tradition that the players, 
coaches and owners look forward to each season. The 
players spend time making arts and crafts, playing 
games, reading books, signing autographs and taking 

pictures with patients in the hospital’s atrium. They then divide into smaller 
groups and visit patients in various units throughout the hospital.

Miracle on Seventh Street: Since 2003 the District ChopHouse & Brewery 
has hosted Miracle on Seventh Street, an annual event held on Christmas 
day at their restaurant in downtown D.C. This event provides hundreds of 
underprivileged children and their families with a sit-down holiday dinner. 
Children at the event meet and take photos with Santa Claus, participate in 
arts and craft projects, get their faces painted and receive Christmas gifts 
courtesy of Toys for Tots. To support Miracle on Seventh Street, the Capitals 
have provided fleece sweatshirts, wool hats, jersey bags, toys from their 
Caps Care Toy Drives and have had players attend the event. Mike Green 
attended the event in 2007 for the second straight year.

Calendar of Events
(Please note that dates are subject to change.)
OCTOBER
Hockey Fights Cancer Practice Jersey Auction: Saturday, Oct. 11 vs. Chicago
Hockey Fights Cancer Practice Jersey Auction: Monday, Oct. 13 vs. 
Vancouver
Hockey Fights Cancer Night and Practice Jersey Auction: Saturday, Oct. 18 
vs. New Jersey
Fall Puck Surprise: Tuesday, Oct. 28 vs. Nashville
Courage Caps Launch: Friday, Oct. 26 vs. Toronto
NOVEMBER
Canned Food Drive: Saturday, Nov. 8 vs. New York Rangers
Courage Caps Launch: Monday, Nov. 10 vs. Tampa Bay
DECEMBER
Toy Drive: Friday, Dec. 12 vs. Ottawa
Players’ Wives Gift Basket Auction: Thursday, Dec.
18 vs. St. Louis
JANUARY
Autism Awareness Day: Thursday, Jan. 1 vs. Tampa Bay
Pick-A-Stick: Saturday, Jan. 17 vs. Boston
FEBRUARY
Military Night: Thursday, Feb. 5 vs. Los Angeles
APRIL
Spring Puck Surprise: Friday, Apr. 3 vs. Buffalo
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